


        The Carey Carolinian Arboretum & Trail  

a generous donation 
from Lewis Stafford Carey, MD in 2008, 
funded a new Carolinian arboretum and 
trail at Longwoods Road Conservation 
Area west of London in the Municipality of 
Strathroy-Caradoc. Inspired by a book 
on Carolinian forests, Dr. Carey presented 

his “vision of a Carolinian arboretum” to the Lower Thames Valley 
Conservation Authority and Lower Thames Valley Conservation 
Foundation in 2006. His knowledge of our area’s First Nations pre-history 
and how it is depicted at the Ska-Nah-Doht Village and Museum at 
Longwoods prompted his support of a project emphasizing the 
connection between the precious Carolinian forest habitat and the 
local people.  

With London expanding towards Longwoods, Dr. Carey felt that the 
Carolinian arboretum and trail project “would have a good audience of 
adults and children visiting the property and present a huge marketing 
opportunity for the conservation area”. Longwoods would be “the nearby 
resource” to come to see and learn about Carolinian trees. He also felt 
that in time, a Carolinian arboretum could provide valuable seeds for 
study and propagation at local universities and colleges. 

In Dr. Carey’s words, “the whole point is to have a winding trail in a 
Carolinian forest with plants and trees planted over time, and secure 
bird houses in various areas so students can see all the birds and 
animals. Forest trails should have special surfacing for good drainage 
and to allow optimum accessibility. The trees are of various sizes, some 
small and some larger with arboretum signage identifying the Carolinian 
species and their attributes. The arboretum shouldn’t be so big that kids 
can’t manage it.” In addition, Dr. Carey donated a signifi cant supply 
of timber beams for the construction of an information kiosk in the later 
project phases which will highlight Carolinian arboretum and trail 
brochures and postcards.

According to his vision, the Carey Carolinian Arboretum and Trail will 
continue growing. An existing trail at Longwoods has been modifi ed 
with a new extension blazed and resurfaced to create a beautiful, 
winding wheelchair accessible trail. Nesting boxes for Carolinian birds 
and mammals have been placed along the trail. Nearby, an open area 
beside our three heritage log cabins showcases fl owering tree species. 
Arboretum signs accompany over 35 species of Carolinian trees and 
shrubs providing scientifi c names, unique features, and historical and 
present day importance to the residents of the Thames River watershed.   

Station #   Species Planted
1 Sugar Maple, Bitternut Hickory, Witch Hazel, Pagoda Dogwood
2 Red Maple, Nannyberry, Spicebush, Pagoda Dogwood
3 Shagbark Hickory, Nannyberry, Hackberry, Tuliptree
4 Pagoda Dogwood, Hackberry
5 Spicebush, Red Oak, Shagbark Hickory
6 Witch Hazel, Swamp White Oak, Tuliptree
7 Nannyberry, Shagbark Hickory, Hackberry
8 Red Maple, Red Oak, White Oak
9 Nannyberry, Pagoda Dogwood, American Beech, Tuliptree
10 Red Maple, White Oak, Bitternut Hickory
11 Sugar Maple, Red Maple, American Beech
12 Sugar Maple, White Oak, Red Oak, Shagbark Hickory
13 Red Maple, Red Oak, Witch Hazel, Bitternut Hickory, Tuliptree
14 Pagoda Dogwood, Hackberry, American Beech
15 Swamp White Oak, Nannyberry
16 Swamp White Oak, Spicebush
17 Swamp White Oak
18 Swamp White Oak
19 Spicebush, Sugar Maple, Shagbark Hickory, Bitternut Hickory
20 Red Oak, American Beech
21 Red Maple, Witch Hazel, Hackberry
22 Sugar Maple, Red Oak, American Beech
23 Red Maple, White Oak, Tuliptree, American Beech
24 White Oak, Tuliptree, Spicebush, Witch Hazel
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Fourteen native Carolinian tree and shrub species made 
up of 25 “whips” each were planted at the stations below. 
Flowering Dogwood and Burning Bush were also planted by 
the cabins, making a total of 425 new native Carolinian 
trees at Longwoods. Six large stock trees were planted at 
the cabins as well – Two Tuliptrees, two Red Buds and two 
Canada Plums.
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